28           A Neglected Heroine of Shakespeare

Stein. What then?

Virg. What then? He'ld make an end of thy posterity
Volum. Bastards, and all.
Good man, the wounds that he does bear for Rome!

It is obvious that the peremptory 'You shall stay too!5
(1. 14) is not spoken by Virgilia. It is as completely
discordant with her character, and with Volumnia's
description of her behaviour during the scene ('this
faint puling') as it is accordant with the character of
Volumnia. Volumnia forces first one, then the other
tribune to stay; we can see her clutch them by the
sleeve, one in either of her nervous hands. At her words
Virgilia interposes a sighing aside, 'Would I had the
power to say so to my husband!5

It is equally clear that Virgilia cannot possibly have
indulged in the imagination of line 27. 'What then?
He'd make an end of thy posterity.' There is no stop at
the end of the line in the Folio; it runs on to the next
half line; and the whole line and a half undoubtedly
belong to Volumnia. A simple transposition of the
rubrics is all that is needed.

Volum.                                What then?

Held make an end of thy posterity,

Bastards and all.
Virg. Good man, the wounds that he does bear for Rome!

It is another sighing aside and another indication that
Virgilia is haunted by the memory of those wounds she
could not bear to see. Unless these asides are restored
to her, and the brutal words taken away, quite apart
from the violation of her character, Volumnia's final
sneer at her Taint puling* is ridiculous.

Virgilia appears for the last time as the silent partici-
pant in Volumnia's embassy of intercession. For the